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James W. Smith, Jr.

Coordinator of Mined Land Development
Division of 0il, Gas and Mining

1588 West North Temple

Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Re: Oljeto (Chum) Mine
ACT/037/029 San Juan County, Utah
Your letter of February 6, 1981

Dear Mr. Smith:

This letter serves as formal cover for the trans-
fer to you of certain information promised you by representa-
tives of the Sum Company at the meetings with you and the
State Land Board on Wednesday, February 11, 1981 in your
respective offices in Salt Lake City.

1. The surveyor certificate of John E. Keogh
states that the total amount of land disburbed is considerably
less than two (2) acres of land. Please append Mr. Keogh's
letter of February 16, 1981 to Mr. Joe Stocks, enclosed here-
with, to the application for exemption which was filed with
you on February 11, and which exemption has been requested
before the Board of 0il, Gas and Mines, unless you have ad-
ministratively granted the exemption prior to that hearing.

2. I enclose a copy of your Board's Cessation
Order issued on February 5, 1981, and served on February 10,
1981. You should note the inconsistencies between that Order
and your letter of February 6. In your letter of February 6,
1981, issued after the Cessation Order, you indicate that the
mine water discharge could continue after making immediate
temporary measures to contain it. Your Order of the previous
day specifically orders discontinuance of the pumping. Neither
your letter nor the Order which it contradicts reflects the
fact that John T. Blake, Mineral Resource Spedialist with the
State Land Board had inspected the mine site between the time
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of your Board's action in January authorizing the Cessation
Order and the date of its actual issuance in February, and
that during that interim, as a result of Mr. Blake's sugges-
tion, an impoundment pond was built the very day of Mr. Blake's
inspection, to contain the ground water that was being pumped
from the mine. Several photographs of that containment pond
itself, its fence and the posted signs are attached.

3. As requested by you, the fence and signs were
completed on February 13, 1981, the earliest possible date of
arrival by Mr. Stocks at the mine, the pond itself however,
without the fence or sign, was at it appears in the photographs
from the date of Mr. Blake's inspection.

Accordingly, your letter of February 6 indicates
your failure to investigate the charge upon which you base the
emergency cessation order, i.e., the danger of irradiated mine
waters discharged, inasmuch as the water was curtailed to the
storage pond well prior to your February 5, 1981 order. The
Board authorized the issuance of an emergency cessation order
at its meeting on January 26, 1981, or thereabouts, yet the or-
der was not issued until February 5, 1981l. It is difficult to
explain why an emergency cessation order should be administra-
tively in effect for ten days, during which passage of time the
person to whom the order was issued received no notice. It is
also incredible that an emergency order would be suspended for
ten days for some administrative reason and yet the administra-
tion would fail to contact the person to whom the order was
directed to determine whether or not that party had taken any
action during the administrative delay. In fact, by the time
the emergency cessation order was issued, the emergency had
ceased, and the order was no longer proper.

4. The Sum Company intends to fully cooperate with
the Utah Division of Health, and has forwarded to Steve McNeil,
of that Division, certain data from the Grand Junction Labora-
tories, to whom water samples were taken on February 16, 1981.
The initial conductivity samples and the results are noted on
the enclosures, as well as the charge incurred for the alpha
and beta as well as the conductivity tested. The alpha and beta
tests will be available afterthe February meeting.

5. The water samples were taken from the new mine
as well as the old mine so that the Division of Health will be
more fully informed before the discharge of the water to the
0ld mine workings,which are estimated to contain one million
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gallons of water (see the Plateau Resources report in your
files). The old mine is not connected below-ground with the
new mine, and the direct discharge of the water from the old
mine could be done with existing pipe already in the disturbed
area calculated, or with larger pipe laid in the calculated
area. Sum Company expects to receive instructions from the
State Division of Health in the near future with respect to
discharged mine water into the old mine workings, at which
time the containment pond will be abandoned, and either re-
claimed or, if requested by the State Land Board, left for
stock watering to collect ground water run-off from the
drainage above the bond.

In conclusion, let me suggest:
1. You poll the Board members, as you indicated
you would, about cancellation of the Cessation Order imme-

diately.

2. Your closing of the file on this matter and
granting the exemption requested.

I will follow this letter with a telephone call
to determine the results of your poll.

Yours very truly,

AJC:rh L o /

Enclosures

ccs John- L, Bell
C. Ray Juvelin
Thadis W. Box
Maxilian A. Farbman
Edward T. Beck
E. Steele McIntyre
Cleon B. Feight
William K. Dinehart
John M. Garr



JOHN E. KEOGH, Land Surveyor

CITY - COUNTY BUILDING TR
Box 274

MOAB, UTAH 84532 ]
Feb. 16, 1981 *

Mr. Joe Stocks
Moab, Utah 84532

” A
-, GAS & VIINING

Dear Mr. Stocks:

On Feb. 13, 1981 I surveyed the area at your mine in Section 36, T43S,
R14E in San Juan County, Utah.

I determined that the total area of land which has been disturbed is 1.19
acres. This includes the land occupied by your cgmp, mine, ore pile and
waste dump below the sandstone tedge and the reservoir and vent-compressor
site above the ledge. These areas totalled 1.31 acres. I deducted o0.12
acres which the existing roads had already disturbed leaving a total of 1.19
acres of disturbed land.

Sincerely,

:

ohn E. Keogh
Utah R.L.S. No. 1963
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REGISTERED - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

irs . Phyllis Corteéz - SR
SUM Miring Company e
2049 Murphy Lane
Moab, Utah 84523
RE+/1201 jeto ECkue) Mine | Thu
ACT/037/029
Sar Juan County, Utah

sed 1s the Miring and Reclamation Plar which was originally filed by
ion for the Oljeto Mine. These may be helpful ir filing a
on for the Chum Mine, if you have not already completed MR

As explained during the site inspection by Wayne Hedberg and Mary Anmn
Wright on January 7, 1981, there are a number of items pertinert to this
operation which must be addressed in filing for a mining permit with this
Division. They are explained as follows:

i Ar EPA-NPDES discharge permit must be obtained for dlscharglng water
from the mine,

Lo Sum Company must implement immediate temporary measures to control ard
contair the mine water discharge (i.e., within mine, if possible, or in a
temporary surface impourdment, etc.) prior to the approval and implementation
of permarent plans to handle the discharge properly. The Divisions of State
dealth, and 01l ,2Gas and Vlr]”ﬁ must be notified and approve the proposed

) '] i tiation. (A phore call is usually arn acceptable
y situations).

Thha T . anats P e ~ - - £ anT

a e location of the structure (preferably by:map),
T a Y - "W 3 ~ - -4 = - ~ -~ -~

by The volume of mine water discharge pumped eacn day,
Tiva = T ~ o2 <

e The isize of the impoundirg structure,



d. The time schedule for implementation of said, structure, and
e. Reclamation plans for the temporary impoundment upon abandornment and
concurrent uti 1lzat10r of a permanent facility.

The Division of State Health has been notified of the situation and has
completed an analysis of the mine water discharge from a sample taker by the
Division during the January site visit. A copy of the analytical results is
enclosed for your information.

i Detailed plans for permanent control and/or treatment of the mine
water discharge must be submitted to the Divisions of State Health; 0il, Gas
and Mirning; and Dam Safety for approval prior to initiating any type of
construction activities.

4. Plans must be provided detailing the procedures for the removal and

sJ itable relocation of the waste rock material which was 1mproper1y obstruct;rg

the ash, ad jacent to the portal entrance. The location for present and future
waste rock materials, along with all other surface facilities, must be depicted
on a topographic map at a minimum scale of 1" = 200 feet (see item 6).

s for general clean-up of the area, both immediate and upor firal
ior must be provided. Pll trash, debris, structures or extraneous

S szt be removed upon final reclamation. Burying on-site is not
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Bi. A map must be submitted indicating and ou llrlng all currently

turbed areas and areas ¢f projected disturbance, area's use (waste disposal
S, stream diversiors, portal pads, parking areas, access roads, settling
/or treatment ponds, punping and discharge pits, eguipment storage areas,
dings, etc.) on a topographic map of a 1% = 200 feet minimum scale.

The Board of 0il, Gas and Miring at its January hearing, after being
informed by the Division staff of the problems at the site, passed amotion to
issue an Emergency Cessation Order (pending the water analysis results) and anr
Order to Show Cause. These orders are presently beirg issued under separate
cover and will require the presence of a SUM Company representative to be

February hearing on the 26th of thiz month. I

planr won w©or before that d
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If I can answer any questions which may arise, please feel free to call.

JWS/te

Enclosures

ec~Stabe "Health
State Lands

Sincerely,
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- _JAMES W. SMITH, JR.
COORDINATOR OF MINED LAND DEVELOPMENT
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